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House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.), after consulting his wife and 
friends over the weekend, said yes- 
terday/that he will not run for presi- 
dent in 1996. 

In closing the door on a bid for his 
party’s nomination, Gingrich doused 
the long-shot hopes of some party 
conservatives who urged him to fill a 
void' left by the departure last week 
of former vice president Dan Quayle 
from Hie prospective Republican 
field- Gingrich previously had 
seemed to leave a small crack in the 
door , by saying only that he had no 
“plans" to seek the presidency. 

Speaking at a gathering of busi- 
ness leaders in an Atlanta suburb, 
Gingrich said overseeing passage of 
the House Republicans’ “Contract 
With America” and redefining the 
role of the federal government were 
more important to him than running 
for president. 

“I think I should stay and focus on 
what I am doing and get things 
done,” he said, according to wire 
service , reports. “I hardly need to 
11111 forpresident to get my message 
out.” 'He added that there already 
were “a bunch of very fine candi- 
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dates” in the fade and that he looked 
forward to serving with a GOP presi- 
dent to “really pomplete the revolu- 
tion.” 

Gingrich’s announcement came as 
no surprise to political professionals, 
potential competitors and close asso- 
ciates of the Speaker. Some said it 
would have been difficult to mount a 
presidential campaign while presid- 
ing over an ambitious agenda as the 
first House Republican speaker in 40 
years — especially given the most 
front-loaded caucus and primary cal- 
endar in history. 

From February to the end of 
March next year, about 70 percent 
of the delegates to the Republican 
National Convention will be select- 
ed — making it essential for candi- 
dates to build their political organiza- ’ 
tions and raise millions of dollars this 
year. 

“At onte point in time, there might j 
have been a sense that if a vacuum 
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existed later on, we might have con- 
sidered it,” said a top Gingrich aide. 
“But that’s not the way presidential , 
campaigns work anymore.” 

In addition, some Republicans ar- 
gued that Gingrich was rapidly be- 
coming the most influential political 
figure in the country and could more 
effectively lead from the speaker’s 
chair. 

“The center of political gravity 
has moved from the White House to 
the Congress, and presently the 
House side of the Congress seems to 
be the center of attention,” said Rep. 
John Linder (R-Ga.), a Gingrich loy- 
alist whom the speaker asked to 
draft a memo about a presidential 
bid. “He is the key to our success, 
and he knows that. I think he made a 
good decision here." 

Gingrich’s decision leaves the 
field so far to Senate Majority Lead- 
er Robert J. Dole (Kan.), Sen. Phil 
Gramm (Tex.) and former Tennes- 
see governor Lamar Alexander. Oth- 
er possible GOP candidates include 
Sens. Arlen Specter (Pa.) and Rich- 
ard G. Lugar (Ind.) and California 
Gov. Pete Wilson. 

According to Gingrich spokesman 
Tony Blankley, the speaker dis- 
cussed the possibility of a presiden- 
tial run this past weekend with a few 
friends in Georgia and his wife, Mar- 
ianne, but did not solicit the advice 
of pollsters or consultants. 

In an interview after he returned 


to Washington yesterday, Gingrich 
said he was prompted to ponder the 
race after a number of friends “got 
all excited” about a USA Today poll 
published Friday that indicated the 
race was wide open—with Dole the 
clear GOP front-runner and others 
back in the pack. 

Gingrich added that because he 
knew the three declared candidates 
; were working hard for support, he 
didn’t want party activists “hanging 
around waiting for me to make a de- 
cision.” So he ended the speculation. 

One aide said that a Gingrich 
1 presidential candidacy had beep 
“kicked around” informally among 
associates from time to time — be- 
fore the November elections and 
since then. But the aide said he 
would not “characterize any of those 
discussions as serious.” 

The most likely scenario for Gin- 
grich entering the race, the aide 
added, would have been if the speak- 
er had felt the leading GOP contend- 
ers were campaigning against pro- 
posals in the Contract With America. 
But that was not the case. 

“I’m glad he cleared the air,” said 
Republican National Committee 
Chairman Haley Barbour. 

But Ralph Reed, leader of the 
Christian Coalition, said that r unnin g 
for president is “an option that Newt 
can keep open in the future — an op- 
tion enhanced by him remaining on 
Capitol Hill and fulfilling the Con- 
tract With America.” 



